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At the May 10 Bay Park road race meeting, Blenheim rider John Woodley secured the 
national 350cc title by finishing sixth in the 350cc event. Gary Boote of Christchurch 
secured the national 250cc title and another Christchurch rider, Kevin McCleary, clinched 
the 125cc title. Trevor Discombe was again on top form. He came close to snatching the 
350cc title from Woodley by claiming his fifth victory in this, the final round of the champ} 
ionships. Woodley’s sixth place gave him a'46-point total - Discombe totalled 45. Full 
report in the next issue of NZMCN. - 


National Road | 
Race Calenda r 


For “75°76 
Formulated 


-Representatives from several clubs got together after the 
annual NZACU conference at Christchurch recently, to- 
formulate a national road race calendar for the next 12 
months. ; i 

The meeting was obviously ‘of the schedule have been 
an attempt by the clubs to forwarded to the clubs. 
avoid clashes in dates , So 
that each meeting can be 
run to the best advantage. 





An interesting point to 
note in the calendar is that 
at least one meeting per. 
week would be held, some 


A schedule was drawn up N 
where in the country, from 


as a result of the meeting, 
although dates are only ten- 
tative at this stage. The 
proposed calendar allows 
for 32'roadirace meetings 





September 27, 1975, through | _Christchurch's Paul McLachlan (Yamaha TZ 750) blasts past Aucklander Rodger Freeth (Kawasa 
to February 8, 1976. This 750) at the Manfeild May 3 meeting... The 12-race program was completed earlier than expected so the organ- 
isers allowed an extra five-lap race to be run for all-comers, wtih grid positions on a “first come, first served” 


includes combined car and 
motor cycle meetings. [abasts and no prize money. Freeth was pipped for second at the flag by Ashley Frew (Kawasaki HIR 500): 















alone would amount to 


to be heldiin the next 12 Fe aa - ; = 

months, with the possibil- Although the calendar ware for Mie cue: Alp a ; . : 

ity of additional’ meetings includes a meeting at Taur- ae ae K ana oa rae é i or 
at Manfeild, Bay Park and anga‘s Bay Park Raceway je track and sound)systems 


Di Timaru. Unfortunately, 

i 4 Pee doce tres a8 

/ »Manawatu-Orionjand\Taur- 
anga\clubs, who have access 

{ “to the Manfeild and Bay 

yj |_Park circuits respectively, 

{ were unablejto attend the 

|. meeting“ However, copies 


on December 20, it is by 
no means certain that 
this|will eventuate. The 
meeting is set down as the 
second round of the 1975/ 
76 Marlboro series but it 
seems the cost of hiring 
the track could be prohib- 





RACING TO 


CONTINUE AT 





‘| MANFEILD - 


The Manfeild Autocourse, Feilding, is not lost to. racing 


tor cyclists after all. Noise level restrictions imposed by 


the Manawatu-Orion club for the May 3 meeting seem to 
have swayed the Manfeild Board of Control away from its 
announced policy to ban racing motor cycles from the cou- 


oi 


Tse after this date. 

The ban was 'to be impos- 
éd because of the amount of 
Noise emitted by modern: 
two-stroke racing motor 
cycles but Rob Lester, the 
¢ircuit’s promoter, told 
NZMCN that the!measures 
adopted for the May 3'meet- _ 
ipgishould ensure that rac- 
ing willlcontinue at Manfeild. 
We intend to invite Man- 
aWatu-Orion to submit pro- 
posals for amaximum of 
three dates for racing during 
the summer months” said 
MipLester. 

A number of factors are 
believed to have influenced 
Ei to change 

jr outlook on racing _ 
bikes. “The May 3 meeting 

Wasa good one” said Mr 
Lester, ‘There was a good 
crowd of approaching)5000, 
organisation was excellent 
andthe response to noise 
estrictions was gooa . 
f a a handful of mach- 


ines were found to exceed 
acceptable noise levels dur- 
ing early testing and all but 
one of these were subsequ- 
ently silenced sufficiently 


_ enough to take part in the 


racing. “The vast majority 
took positive measures to 
silence their machines” said 
Mr Lester. 


. NO NUISANCE 

“4m pleased to report 
that subsequent to the meet- 
ing, responsible comment 
has come in to the effect 
that the noise was not a nuis- 
ance. This includes favour- 
able comment from the 
Mayor andicouncillors. This 
has encouraged us to submit - 
proposals to the Manawatu- 
Orion club”. 

The prestigeous Castrol 
‘Six-Hours event for prod- 
Uction machines will be 
heldiat Manfeild on Novem- 


ber 1: 








approximately $1000." The 
series’ coordinator, Mal- 
colm MacGregor, is trying 
to work something out 

but it could be that a re- 
shuffling of dates and 
venues will be necessary. 


The ‘75/76 season proper 


kicks off with an Auckland ° 


club meeting at Pukekohe . 
on September 27/28. The 
Marlboro club’s Hawkes- 
bury road races are planned 
for October 11 and the 
North versus South match 
races are scheduled for 
Timaru, October 18, and 
Ruapuna, October 19. The 
following week end will 
also be a busy time, with 
the Napier road races on 
October 25 and a Bay Park 
meeting on October 26. 


COVER: Top scorer in the 250. 
cc class, of the North versus 
South motocross, Christchurch’s 
Ross Horsburgh,, negotiates one 
of the wetter sections of the cir- 
cuit. 





The Futu 


re lo 


Be Discussed In 
Wellington 


A Roading symposium, organised by the road research 
unit of the National Roads Board, will be held at Victoria 
University, Wellington, between August 19-22. 


Discussion and argument 
is the main purpose fo the 
symposium. Engineers, geo- 
logists, town planners, road 
builders and road ‘users from 
all over the country will get 
together to discuss and und- 
erstand what each is doing; 
more importantly it will 
bring critical examination to 
bear on current and future. 
roading problems. . 

The response to the call for 
Papers directed towards the 
symposium theme of ‘’Road- 
ing for the Future’ has been 
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Manfeild road races. 


North v South moto cross. 


Bike of the Month. 


Kawasaki KZ 400 - Pall Mall 


excellent. A total of 36 pap- 


NZMCN poster - Graeme 
Stapleton. 


12 NZ trials team in Australis. 
13 Moore on Speedway. 

14 Sports Commentary. 

15 Classifieds. 





ers has now been selected 
for presentation in 12 one- 
and-a-half hour sessions. 
Five of these sessions will 
cover topics aligned to pave- 
ments and general construct- 
ion topics, a further four 
will be directed to traffic 
management and safety 
needs, while one each will 


“ be devoted to bridging, road- 


ing economics and research 
needs. ‘ 

In addition to the formal 
sessions for the presentation 
of papers, arrangements have 
been made for an address 
by Dr R.S. Millard, who was 
until recently the deputy 
director of the Transportand 
Road Research Laboratory 
in the United Kingdom. 

His address will lead into 
three forum sessions which 
will consider “The Form of 
Transport”, “Urban Trans- 
port” and “The Road Ahead”. 

The road research unit is 
an advisory body of the 
National Roads Board con- 
cerned specifically with road- 
ing research. |t includes 
representatives from count- 
les, consultants, contractors, 
Ministry of Works and Deve- 
Reman ‘municipalities, the 

istry of Tran 
Universities. pavers 











ROGER MORONEY SPECULATES ON OUR TWO — 
WHEELED FUTURE. 


Now that Rotary engined motor-cycles are a reality, the 
big question is ‘how will they fare against their piston 
engined brothers’. Now that Suzuki and some European 
factories are producing their models, It seems the market 
can only grow. If the rotary bikes are a success, as the 
rotary-engined four wheelers have been, then the other 
manufacturers will build rotaries to remain competitive. 
Number of cylinders and quarter mile times aren't 
everything as-~the new waves of motorcyclists are 
discovering. The néed is for smooth, reliable, quiet and 
economical machines that perform well and look good. 
The rotaries fit the bill well. Their only shortcomings are 
that-they are untried as motorcycle engines, chew the 
Juice a bit, and in the case of most Japanese bikes, the 
Suzuki tends to come off the assembly line looking like a 
mobile juke box. But what's beyond the Rotary? 









































an alternative will present itself one day. We. cannot 
comprehend what it will be, because chances are, it will 
be so radical or unusual that only the genius that designs 
it tomorrow will have it in'his head today. 

Idle‘thoughts ... . How about an engine (or motive unit) 
that runs off the power of a laser and is perpetual, 
provides it's, own energy source besides powering the 

“bike. “Or ‘a=motor ‘that -utilizes_ the small amount of 
fadiation in the’ air, mixes it with solar energy and-is 
Injected Into reactors the size of tennis balls which in 
co-operation with a system of hydraulics makes enough 
horses to power the biggest machine. 

Maybe an atomic engine? Instead of waltzing into the 
local bike shop with the old moan of ‘Plugs are stuffed 
again Dave” . . . it may be “Electron guns not firing at 
twenty thousand revs Davick" 

“Checked the automatic reactor alignments?” 

“No | haven't . . . could that be it?” 

“More than likely . . . wheel it into the Nuclear pod and 
the Android will have a look at it” 

And so it may go. One thing’s for sure though. As long 
as the World is here, bikes will be here..What they 

semble in 800 years is unimaginable . . . but they'll be 

around. 


The Internal combustion engine will not last forever. . . | 








calenoar 


18 Whangarei club’s grass hill climb; Hamilton club‘’s National 
Scott trial. 5 3 

25 = Tauranga club‘s Scott trial; Te Aroha champ trial; Wairarapa 
club’s enduro, 

JUNE 


1. Hamilton club’s mx; North King country club’s mx; 
7 _‘~ Papakura club’s beach meeting at Kariotahi; 
8 Third round Hamilton club's trials champs; Wairarapa club’s mx; 


15 Second round Ixion $5000 winter mx'series, at Otaihanga; 


Wairarapa club‘s trial; North Island Open road hill climb at 
Pongakawa (Tauranga club) ~ 





+ are strictly copyright and may not! 


MOTOx GRADING 


Sir, 7 
| am completely bewilder- 
ed by the so called A,B,C, 
class moto cross grading. 
How on earth, going to an 
extreme, cana 125cc rider 
compete on equal terms wit 
a 250cc or 400cc in these 
grades? To me thisis ridcul- 
ousand | feel we need some 
direction from he pet. In 
my experience, clubs are un- 
on ate is A,B or Cand this 
can cause unnecessary hass|- 
es between officials and riders. 

Bearing in mind -that gen- 
erally, 125cc riders are in the 
younger age group, with the 
least amount of money to 
spend, surely we need to 
foster them for the future of 
our sport. f 

They are unlikly to win 
anyway with top riders be- 
ing supplied with bikes by 
distributorsand such, but 
at least in capacity classes 
they are on equal capacity 
machines. To pass riders on 
larger machines in the cor- 
ners only to be blown off 
down the staights is a hope- 
less task. 

Maybe someone can come 
up with an answer. 

RIDERS Please give org- 
anisers an easier time. If they 
weren't there giving their 
time you wouldn’t be racing. 
| know some are officious, 
but who wants the job? 

CLUBS Give a lot of 
thought to that grand bunch 
of men (and women) at St. 
Johns. They help us for 
little or no return. How 
about a charity scramble for 


- them. 


A. Pom. 
(name and address supplied) 


OIL ON CIRCUITS 
Sir, R s 
| feel it is about time some-_ 
thing was done about oil on 
our circuits. : 
The last meeting at Ham- 






'] greater wordage. 














1 stand 8 greater: 


ion than those of 


them John Woodley. 

With cometition as fierce 
as it has been,, any amount 

of oil is dangerous. Luckily 
no-one was hurt but how 
long are we going to be so 
lucky? 

This was also a big prob- 
lem during the Marlboro 
series when some riders 
suggested that they run the 
sidecars last. Well, at this 
moment | feel the same. 
Sure, some solo’s drop oil 
too but there always seems 
to be more after a sidecar 
race. 

It must be a warning to 
the A.C.U., organising clubs 
and all scrutineers. 

Maybe a system could be 
adopted here that is now 
running successfully in Aust: 
ralia, where after every 
race -(not only sidecars) 
machines that finish or are 
pushed in are checked for 


-woit leakages and:if an; 
found, they are either pre 
out of the meeting or give 
a chance to fix up the nro, 
lem. But before being alioy, 
ed to race or practice thar We 
day, they must be scrutin. 
eered again ny the chief 
-scrutineer who is reg ‘ 
for the final decision ee 
| am sure that this Prob. 
lem can be ironed out, 
please, anyone with any 
suggestions write in . or the 
matter will be shelved once 
more. 

Something must be done 
before someone is hurt, 
R. Hannan, 
Ngaruawahia. 
















ca 125 INFO WANTED 
ir, 

lam very interested in 
Road Racing and at present 
race moto cross on a CR125, 
| would be very grateful if 

iu guys could give me some 
info on a road race convers. 
ion, or put me on to some- 
one who knows what its all 
about as | wish to get into it 
right away. 
D. Perry. 
Tauranga 


SUBSCRIBE TO 








ilton was marred by oil left 
after one of the sidecar races. 
{t was lift on every corner - 
surely. the rider would have 
had enough sense to pull to 
the side of the road. The 
start of the 350cc Grand 
Prix was halted after | don’t 
know how many riders had 
crashed on the oil, among 
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Are your pipes rusting, or are 
they crashed all ready? Replace them 
now with a system from Magic, and 
get the following advantages; 

* More Porformance, and 

Economy! 

* Super Ground Clearance 

* Removable Streat Legal Baffle 

* Easy Fitting 

* Keops your original! pipes new! 

* Enhances Appearance! 


Order NOW 


PRICE LIST 

4into 1 for:- 21, CB500, CB350.. 
$87.00. = 
4 into 1 for CB 750 


All 4 cylinder 4 into 2 
Most 2 into 1's 














SEND ORDER WITH FULL REMITTANCE TO:- 
MAGIC PRODUCTS, PQ BOX 341, CHRISTCHURCH, 











the SUZUKI experts & | 


7-11 KINGS CRES,. LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 


— 


Ve 





Wen tallies yas boast 












, _ 


Avant 
Eventful Stay | 


Former New Zealand 350cc road racing champion, 


Christchurch’s Stewart Avant, has retumed to New. 


Zealand after two and a half months competing in 
Australia. He is now working on up-dating his TZ750 
Yamaha with a view to flying back across the Tasman 
later this year for the Pan Pacific intemational series. 


“Some people will say 
that | have been foolish to 
come home but | want to 
spend time and make sure 
that | am properly prepared 
for next season. | learned a 
lot on the trip and | intend 
to make good use of this. 
It made me realise just 
how badly prepared many 
New Zealand riders are,” 
he told MZMCN. 

Avant explained that the 
remaining road racing 
meetings in Australia were 
not particularly attractive 
financially. “The prize 
money is really no better 
than it is here and yet a 
vast amount of travelling is 
required.” 

He has learned a lot 
about how to make a 
TZ750_ Yamaha handle 
properly. In the months 
ahead, he plans to alter the 
frame and suspension, fit 
magnesium wheels, a 
different exhaust system 
and get a full range of 
spare tyres and wheels. 
His main aim next season 
will be to do well in the 


New Zealand Marlboro 
international series. The 
Australian series will be 
part of his preparation for 
this. He is also keen to 


return to South East Asia. 


Determined 5 

In terms of victories, 
Avant's stay in Australia 
was not a happy one. One 
spectacular crash, which 
left him wandering around 
on the infield at Oran Park 
wondering where he was, 
and a series of mechanical 
failures prevented him 
realising his full potential. 
“There was a time when | 
felt like retiring but now 


the setbacks have just 
made me all the more 
determined to succeed. 


They say that it takes two 
seasons to learn’ to ride a 
TZ750 Yamaha. Well, next 
season will be my 
second.” 

Avant's Australian debut 
was at Amaroo Park. He 
was obliged to fit a set of 
mufflers to the exhaust of 
his TZ750 and this prom- 








‘Gréeves 


Sergeant Derek Shipley takes-to-the-air on a 380cc 
Greeves Griffon moto crosser, to fly over fourteen of his 
team mates lying in front of a ramp, during a practice’ 
session at the home of Britain's Royal Artillery in South 


London. 


He is the star member of the regiment's volunteer 
display team that recently took possession of twenty new 
Greeves machines purchased, at a cost of L700 each, 
from the proceeds of display tours they make In Britain 


and overseas. 


GP Carve) FOE Oe 








Kk In N.Z. 





ali) Nae " 
‘Stewart Avant 
ptly split the pipes. 

His next outing was in 
the disastrous meeting at 
Oran Park. Avant was third 
fastest in practice before 
he threw everything away 
on a fast right hander 


during the final session of ° 


practice. He had: been 
using a worn Dunlop rear 
tyre and Avant admits that 
he tried just a little too 
hard. Adhesion was lost 
and the talented 20-year- 
old Kiwi was. tossed 
through the windscreen, 
hitting his head a fearful 
wallop on the track. He 
was knocked unconscious 
and when he came to he 
“didn’t know whether | was 
in| New. Zealand or 
Australia. There was a 
sidecar race on by then 
and | couldn't understand 
how | could ‘have crashed 
in a sidecar race,” he said. 
The big Yamaha was 
extensively damaged and 
Avant, short of funds 
seemed to have reached 
the end of the road in 
-Australia. However, a Kiwi 
living in Australia, Lionel 
Angel, came to the rescue. 
He took the bike away and 
a week later brought it 
back “better than new.” 
Avant .cannot speak too 
highly of the help he got 
from . Kiwis living in 
Australia. “They were 
simply great”, he said. 


Bathurst 

The next — and most 
important — meeting was 
the rich Bathurst meeting 
on a circuit “consisting of 
four and a half miles of 
crazy hills.” It rained 
during the first practice 
and it rained for much of 
the meeting. Avant recalls 
that he was going through 
the speed trap in the early 
part of the meeting at 135 
miles an hour compared 
with the 170 miles an hour 
of top Australian Warren 
Willing. 

For the main production 
race, Avant was provided 
with a Kawasaki 900 but 
even with this his luck 
refused to change. He was 
first away and led the field 
7 . until the Kawasaki 
started changing gear by 
itself. And then the motor 
started to go off. “I was 
doing 126mph through the 
speed trap — everybody 
else was doing 135”. 
However, he was still in 
the first three when the 
engine seized. The race 


n Australia 


was won by Ken -Blake: on 
‘an 860 Ducati. 

In the first race on 
Easter Sunday of the 
meeting, Avant had anothe 
hair raising experience. He 
went over one of the 
notorious humps on the 
circuit at 170 miles an hour 
and couldn't get his front 
wheel down on the tarmac 
soon enough to get around 
the following corner. 
Instead, he rocketed up the 
escape road. 

“| don’t mind doing 
wheelies but this was 
ridiculous,” he said. 

Fellow Kiwi John Boote 
was fourth in this but was 
experiencing a few prob- 
lems with his new canti- 
lever rear suspension on 
his TZ750. “| think he was. 
foxing," said Avant. “He 
looked to be in-with a good 
chance in the Australian 
unlimited grand prix.” 

But the unlimited grand 
prix proved less than 
successful for either of the 
two Kiwis. Boote went out 
after three laps with a 
puncture while lying 
second to eventual winner 
Warren Willing. Avant had 
problems early, too. Old arm| 
injuries. had been giving 
him some trouble and he 
had bandaged both up. 
Unfortunately, both arms 
swelled up. under his 
leathers and he had only 
completed three laps when 
he was forced to pull into 
the pits and rip the 
bandages off. He resumed 
in twenty-third place and 
then showed what he was 
capable of. A_ brilliant 
10sec pit stop — the best 
of the race — and some 
tremendous riding lifted 
him into eighth place. But 
then, on the last lap, the 
motor of the TZ750 started 
to slow. He tried to 
struggle to the finish but it 
failed completely. 

The problem was the 
failure of worn parts which 
had been put back in the 
motor when it was re-built 
after the crash at Oran 
Park. “I couldn't afford to 


buy new parts,” Avant 
explained. 

Dead Lock 
Avant has come back 


with a healthy respect for 
Australian riders. He feels 
that every effort should be 
made to get them into the 
Marlboro series next 
season. “We won't pay any 
money to Australians to 
come here and they won't 
Pay any money to New 
Zealand riders to go there. 
It is a deadlock. Most of 
the Australians would 
come for $500 guarantee. 
The six organising clubs in 
the Marlboro series should 
be able to raise $500 each 
and that would mean six 
top Australians. | am sure 
they would be every bit as 
big as drawcards as the 

















<=> _THEEAGLESTRIKES 


Your favourite dealer knows them. The Eagle Series Motorcycii tyres, 
For high performance road and Motorcross work. Strike fawivAae 
your favourite dealer about Eagle Sories High Performance Tyres. 




















Americans.” 

During his short stay, 
Avant talked to a lot of 
Australians about the Marl- 
boro series and “really 
pushed for it. Even Warren 
Willing will come for 
reasonable money. He is, 
after all, a professional.” 

As well as having his 
sights on the next Marl- 
boro series, Avant is also 
keen to regain his national 
350cc championship and 
would also like to win the 
New. Zealand senior and 
Junior grand prix titles 
“provided the meeting can 
be moved to a more 
sensible time”. He wants 
to get a TZ350 Yamaha or a 
Mark Two Suzuki 500. “I 
want to do as many races 
as | can before the 
Marlboro series.” 

Avant is also looking for 
a good sponsor. 


Dunstall 
Gear To Be 


In 
.Z.2 


K.J. Rew and Co., the nat- 
ional importers and distribu- 
tors of Dunstall customising 
equipment, are looking into 
the possibility of manufact- 
uring certain Dunstall lines 
in New Zealand for local con- 
sumption and for export to 
the S.E. Asia/Pacific region. 

By obtaining the rights to 
manufacture some Dunstall 
equipment in New Zealand, 
Rew’s hope to persuade the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry to allow the com- 
pany to increase its imports 
of other English-made Dun- 
stall lines, such as the exha- 
ust systems which have pro, 
ved very popular. 

Fibreglass gear such as 
fairings, seats and petrol 
tanks is regarded as a part- 
icularly suitable area for 
development in New Zeal- 
and. Rew’s intend to import 
the necessary tools and mat- 
erials from the UK for local 
labour to manufacture the 
products, which would in- 
clude new lines for Suzuki, 
Honda and Yamaha mach- 
ines, as well as established 
lines. 

Several potential manu- 
facturers of Dunstall fibre- 
glass products here have 
been approached but it 
appears the importers have 
had some difficulty finding 
someone suitable. However, 
this problem is now believed 
to have been overcome. 

Ken Ford, Dunstall’s 
business partner, is expected 
in New Zealand in June to 
finalise arrangements. In 
the meantime, Rew’s will be 
meeting with Trade and 
Industry department Offic- 
ials. Tony Salter, the com- 
Pany’s spokesman, told 
NZMCN “So far, we've been 
tickled pink by their attit- 
ae pay are being very 

n-handed and a “3 
able about it”, meh 
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TZ 350) were hot on Mol- 
loy’s tail and it looked like 
Waugh’s glimmer of glory 
would be very short lived. 
But the road bike rider hung 
grimly onto third place along 
the back straight and then 
had the gall to nip inside 


field. Molloy regained sec- 
ond spot on the third lap 
and although the riders app- 
lied pressure at various times, 
the order remained Discom- 
be, Molloy, Fletcher, Dun- 
don, Baylis until the last 
couple of laps. 


A distinct air of importance pervaded the Manawatu 
Orion club’s Coca-Cola sponsored road races at the Man- 
feild Autocourse on May 3. This was the penultimate round 
of the national road race championships and although Well- 
ington's Steve Dundon was virtually assured of the 500cc 
title, all the other classes were far from decided. To add to 
the atmosphere, the future of motor cycle racing at this 
impressive circuit hung in the balance as the organisers and 


circuit officials gauged the response by competitors,to the 
stipulated noise level restrictions. 


As it turned out, no more 
than a dozen competitors 
were asked to make further 
efforts to silence their mach- 
ines after preliminary read- 
ings had been taken and 
only one was subsequently 
refused permission to race. 

For the good crowd of 
spectators, some of whom: 
had braved an early period 
of rain during practise and 
the rest of whom sat under 
the constant threat of more, 
the day’s racing provided a 
wealth of interest and excit- 
ement. The man of the day 
was indisputably Hamilton's 
Trevor Discombe. The exp- 
erienced international brou- 
ght both his TZ 750 and 
TZ 350 Yamaha’s to the 
Feilding circuit but chose to 
ride the smaller machine in 
both A-grade events as well 
as the 350cc race. He won 
all three races in convincing 
manner, and in the process 
shattered the lap record by 
an incredible six seconds. 

_ FEATURE EVENT 
The feature event, the 

Coca Cola Grand Prix was 

held over 10 laps of the 

4 


1.8-mile circuit. It was the 
eighth race on the 12-race 
program and.although the 
early races were held ona 
very damp track surface, the 
rain had held off and the 
track had dried until just 
before the start of the main 
event, when a light shower 
dampened the surface once 
more. ; 

Ginger Molloy gunned his 
Harley Davidson 350 twin 
into the lead from the drop 
of the flag but sitting right 
behind him at the first bend 
was local production mach- 
ine rider Craig Waugh ona 
Kawasaki H2. Discombe 
was right there, too, and he 
grabbed the lead before the 
completion of half a lap. 

Ken Fletcher, of Auck 
land, had earlier suffered 
throttle problems on hisbig 
7Z750 Yamaha-nota — 
happy state of affairs with 
such a potent machine ona 
wet track ybut he rocketed 
into second place ahead of 
Waugh before entering the 
back straight. Dundon, on 
his Suzuki TR 500 twin, and 
the reigning lap record hold- 
er Martyn Baylis (Yamaha 


Fletcher on Dunlop.curve 
to reclaim second at the end 
of the first lap. 

Within a couple of laps, 
however, the pukka racing 
machines had relegated the 
Kawasaki to a more congru- 
ous position. Discombe 
maintained a firm grip on 
the race, leaving Fletcher, 
Molloy, Dundon, and Baylis 
to fight for the minor plac- 
ings. As the race progressed, 
these five drew steadily 
away from the rest of the 


pe paw 


Marton’s Stephen Holden (number 43) and Philip Keane of Lower 


In the meantime, Steve 
Maxwell (Yamaha TZ 350) 
overhauled Waugh and set- 
tled into a reasonably secure. 
sixth place. Paul MacLach- 
lan manoeuvred his TZ 750 
Yamaha ahead of Waugh on 
the sixth lap and was soon 
followed by New Zealand 
Grand Prix winner Rod 
North (TZ 350) 


Stewart Avant, the Christ- 
church rider recently return- 
ed from Australia, had run 





Hull in close company on their Yamaha Rd 350's, 


Aenigto (lugs) 
Winner of the Coca Cola Grana 
Prix, the A-grade Open event ang 
the 350cc event, Trevor Discom. 
be (Yamaha TZ 350) was definit. 
ely the man of the day. He also 
brought his TZ 750 but didn’t 
race it. s 


out of track in an earlier 
event on his TZ 750 Yamaha 
and borrowed Alistair Mitch. 
ell’s TZ 250 for the main 
event. But it wasn’t his day 
and the talented young inter- 
national finished in mid-field, 
Denis Ireland of Dunedin 
was on the front grid but he 
got a bad start and was ney- 
er up with the front-runners, 

Over the last couple of, 
laps, Fletcher really began 
to put the screws on Molly 
and eventually powered by 
‘on the back straight on the 
last lap. But Molloy was 
not going to be easily rob- 
bed. ‘He caught up with 
Fletcher through Dunlop 
Curve and coming into the 
finish straight both riders 
tucked well in for the dash 
to the flag. The extra pow- 
er of the four-cylinder Yam- 
aha carried the Aucklander‘ 
to a close but well-earned 
second place, 

Dundon survived a late 
challenge from Baylis to 


claim fourth . and on the 
last lap Ireland moved up to 
eighth behind Maxwell and 
MacLachlan. Waugh brought 
his Kawasaki in for tenth. 


NEW RECORD 

Discombe completed the 
10 laps in 13 minutes 44.1 
seconds and put in a fastest 
lap of | min 19.6 secs-a 
new record. 

The earlier six-lap A-grade 
event was won by Discombe, 
who finished three seconds 
ahead of Dundon. But the 
fastest lap went to the exist 
ing holder, Martyn Baylis, 
with a short-lived record 
time of 1 min 22.5 secs. 
Baylis finished third. Avant, 
on the TZ 750, and Dundon 
were early leaders but Dis- 
combe showed his affinity 
for the TZ 350 by picking 
off Avant on the inside of 
the sweeper and Dundon 
through the-essess to take 
the lead on the third lap. 

Maxwell got a flying start 
and held fourth for four laps 
until passed by Bayliss. 
Coming around for what 
should have been the last 
lap, Ireland and Molloy also 
got around the Taurangan 
but the expected checkered 
flag did not appear and the 
riders were required to do 
another lap. It: made no dif 
ference to the first eight _ 
place-getters but Wanganu! > 
Joe Lett (Suzuki 500) took 
advantage of the extra time 
to deprive Paul Goodyer 
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|| (Suzuki)! of ninth.’ 
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Tace was programmed to 
cater for machines from 351- 
500cc, thus preventing five ° 
of the top six riders in the 
points table from taking 
part. Steve Dundon, who 
comfortably led the champ- 
ionship, was eligible on his 
Suzuki TR 500 but chasers 
Woodley, Molloy, Baylis, 
Ireland and Maxwell were 
barred from competing on 
their 350cc machines. 
According to the new NZA- 
cu president lan Dougherty, 
this was definitely not cric- 
ket and if a protest was 
lodged the outcome could be 
different. As far as the ACU 
is concerned, championship 
rounds are open to machines 
of Up to a certain limit. 
Dundon himself has earned 
250cc points on a 125cc 
machine. Nevertheless, the 

Wellington rider won the 
Manfeild round by a huge - 
margin of some 25 seconds 
from Lett and Lower Hutt's 
Ashley Frew, who rode a 
Kawasaki HIR. The national 
500cc title is now safely in 
his grasp. 

Discombe’s third victory 
came in the 251-350cc event. 
Anyone who was aware of 
the national points standing 
(and they must have been 
very few in number indeed) 
knew that all Blenheim rider 
John Woodley had to do 
was finish second to lay 
claim to the title. Before 
Manfeild, he was 12 points 
clear of Discombe and Mol- 
loy, so seven points for a 
second place would place 
him out of reach of his close- 
st rivals, with only the Bay 

_Park round remaining. 

But Woodley was not hav- 
ing a,good day. «He had tried 
out his own machine and 
4‘those of a couple of friends 
“but nothing was going right 

for him. For the 350cc race 

he borrowed Ross Cunning- 
ham’s TZ 350 Yamaha. 


SIDECAR CHAMPIONS 

* Popular sidecar chariot- 
eers Paul CorbettandStu . 
Forbes made sure they reta- 
ined their championship 
title by winning both side- 
car events, on their potent 
Suzuki 750 outfit. The 
Manfeild! round was the last 
in the series - sidecars were 
axed from the May 10 Bay 
Park meeting due to lack of 
sufficient entries. 

Before the Manfeild meet- 
ing many sidecar competit- 
ors were in the dark as to 
how the actual chdmpion- 
ship positions stood - as, in- 
deed, were many of the solo 
riders. According. to the . 
NZACU progréss chart, Cor- 
bett led veteran ex-champ- 
ion Gordon Skilton (Norton) 
of Pahiatua by only two 
points and Wellington's Chris 
Olsen (Suzuki 750) by nine 
points. 

It was Olsen and passenger 
Alistair Brown who set the 
pace over the first couple of 
laps during the first race, 
hotly persued by Corbett 
and Forbes. The Lower Hutt 
Bond brothers, Jeff and Chris 
settled into third place on 
their beautiful BSA 750 out- 
fit but were unable to keep 
up with the three-pot Suz- 
ukis. Corbett gradually 
crept up on Olsen, passing 
him on the third lap and 
extending his advantage 
over the last couple of laps 


114; to(win| bya comfortable five! | 1! 
Seconds," Skilton’s Norton }! 
v crossed the line'third after = ~ 
The points carrying 500cc the Bond BSA ran sour and 
dropped back to fifith. 


Corbett and Forbes had 
little opposition in the sec- 
ond event after Olsen and 

-Brown retired on the first 
lap. They completed the 
five laps almost half a minute 
ahead of Wanganui’s Tony 
Cave and Dick Goodwin 
(Kawasaki 750), who had 
spun out in spectacular fash- 
ion through - the esses and 
onto the infield grass during 
the-first sidecar event. The 
Bond brothers again started 
well but after holding sec- 
ond place they pulled in on 
the third lap with a mis-fir - 


Rod North made the init- 
ial break but he was soon 
snaffled up by Discombe 
and Molloy. Woodley, anx- _ 
ious to tie things up, had also 
made a good start but he 
drifted wide at the first bend 
and dropped a few places. 
Baylis, Woodley and Ireland 
provided the main interest 
as the two masters, Discombe 
and Molloy, showed the way 
and North dropped back to 
sixth. Through the esses on 
the fourth lap Woodley slip- 
ped passed Baylis into. third 

. place and eyed-up the not- 
too-distant Harley Davidl- 
son of Ginger Molloy. But 
soon after, unbeknown to 
himself, his borrowed Yam- 
aha began to belch forth 
great clouds‘of ominous 

blue smoke. The signs were 
‘that an oil seal had blown 
and as the machine was keel- 
ed over for:the final left: 
hand corner, Woodley slew- 
ed crazily off line. He cont- 
inued, losing a place to 
Denis Ireland, and luckily 
there were no more left hand 


corners in the final half lap. 
Discombe’s win was his 
fourth in the championships 
and it brought him to within 
eight points of Woodley in 
the table. Woodley’s fourth 
place points gave him a tot- 
al of 44. As if to drive the 
point home that he was still 
in the running for the title, 
Discombe chopped a further 
tenth of a second off the lap 
record. Barring ill-luck, 
Discombe will almost cert.- 
ainly win the last round at 
Bay Park but all Woodley 
has to do is finish in the top 
seven in the final round to 
secure his first national cham- 


The five lap 250cc race 
was expected to be closely 
fought between Gary Boote 
of Christchurch and Murray 
deLacy of Hamilton, both 
fo whom were well clear of 
any other opposition in the 

, championships. But it was 
young Christchurch rider 
Brent Wylie, brother of for- _ 
mer national 500cc champ- 
ion Dale Wylie, who romped 
to a virtually start-to-finish 
win on his Suzuki 250. 

Wylie shrugged off an 
early challenge from Boote 
and deLacy (both on Yama- 
has's) to win by a margin of 
several seconds, putting in 
a fastest lap time of 1 min- 
ute 26.2 seconds. Boote 
passed deLacy on the sec- 
_ond lap and held his posit- 
ion to the finish, thereby 
increasing his lead at the 
top of the points table to © 


Alistair Mitchell 
was never far behind de- 
Lacy and came home fourth, 


off some determin: 


ssaults fram Richard, 






and Alan Bower (Christ- 
church, Yamaha). 

Another surprise win came 
in the 125cc event, when 
Glenfield Yamaha TA 125 
rider Norris Farrow got the 
better of all the leading 


“contenders for the 125cc 


crown and'took home nine - 
points. Consistently good 
performances by Hastings, 
Roger Whitmarsh saw the 
Honda’CR 125 rider at the 
top of the table with 30 
points before Manfeild but 
coming into the esses for 
the third time he slid off. 
Although unhurt, he sat out 
the remainder of the race - 
unlike some of the trickier 
street circuits where the lit- 
tle CR moto crosser:can 
come into its own, the Man- 
feild circuit favours genuine 
road race machinery in this 
class and Whitmarsh was 
barely holding fifth place 
when he came down. Kevin 
McCleary of Christchurch 
came second.on his TA125 
Yamaha, hoisting himself 
to the top of the table by a 
single point from Whitmarsh. 
Darcy Holmes (Hamilton, 
AS3 Yamaha) kept his title 
hopes faintly alive by finish- 
ing third to take him to 
23 points, two behind Alis- 
tair Mitchell who no longer 
campaigns in this class. 


PRODUCTION 
Craig Waugh won both 
open production events on - 
his Kawasaki H2. Tauran- 
ga’s versatile Alan Collison 
and Aucklander Glenn Wil- . 


South Pacific production machine champion, Murra’ Hill of ae 
by Rotorua’s Shane Laurent. ? Tala 


i 


earce' (Inglewood, Yamaha) ~~the day with Collison hav- 





liams tussled for:second ta) 
place in the first event of 


ing the upper hand right un- 
til the sixth and final lap 
when Williams slipped 
through for second. Both 
rode H2's. 

Rodger Freeth made an 
inauspicious start to the day 
when he slid off his Kawas- - 
aki during the warm up lap 
for the first race and then 
came close to losing it again 
while chasing Waugh in the 
second, However, he stayed 
aboard on the second occas- 
ion to finish second ahead of 
Collison and Williams. 

Rotorua’s Shane Laurent 
was the top rider in the up 
to 400cc production class; 
he finished first in the class 
during the open production 
events and also the Up to 
400cc event. He didn’t have 
things all his own way how- 
ever, and South Pacific pro- 
duction champion Murray 
Hill of Tauranga, Nigel 
Caigou of Wellington and 
Geoff Scott of Auckland 
made him work hard for 
his victories. 

The final word must go to 
Wellington’s Ken Clarke. 
After circulating for five laps 
way ahead of the rest of the 
B-grade Open event on his 
Triumph Bonneville 750 
roadster, Clarke took the 
checkered flag for what must 
be the first victory bya _ 
British machine in an open 
racing event ina long time.” 
Clarke was exctatic. You 
could tell by the way he © 
bounced up and down on 
the seat as he crossed the _ 
line. But his exctacy turned 









eda tank-s 
tank slapp ¢ 
what must have been a 
hundred yards the machine. 
headed inexorably towards 
the side of the track, behav- 
ing like a demented python 
with hic-ups. It ended in an 
unceremonious heap in the 
mud and although neither 
man nor machine was badly 
damaged it was a much wiser 
Ken Clarke who visited the 
St John’s ambulance to 

have his sore arm seen to. 
Se 


Results: Coca Cola Motor Cycle 
Grand Prix (10 laps) — T. Discombe, 
Yamaha TZ 350,1; K. Fletcher, Yam- 
aha TZ 750, 2; G. Molloy, Harley 
Davidson 350, 3; S, Dundon, Suzuki 
TR 500, 4; M. Bayliss, Yamaha TZ 
350, 5. Race One, Open Product- 
ion (six laps) — C. Waugh, Kawasaki 
liams, Kawasaki H2 
, ison, Kawasaki H2, 3. 
Race Two, A-Grade Open (6 laps) 
— Discombe, 1; Dundon, 2; Bayliss, 
3. Race Three, Sidecar Scratch, 
(G laps) — P. Corbett /'S. Forbes, 
Suzuki 750, 1; C. Olsen / A. 
Brown, Suzuki 750, 2; G. Skilton, 
Norton 750, 3. Race Four, 250cc 
Racing, (5 laps) — B. Wylie, Suzuki 
250, 1; G, Boote, Yamaha TD3, 2; 
M DeLacy, Yamaha TD3, 3. Race 
Five, 351-500cc Racing (5 laps— 
Dundon, 1; J, Lett, Suzuki TR 500, 
2; A. Frew, Kawasaki HIR, 3. 
Race Six, Open Production (6 laps) 
— Waugh, 1; R. Freeth, Kawasaki 
H2 750, 2; Collison, 3.. Race 
Seven, B-Grade Open (6 laps) — K. 
Clarke, Triumph TI40V, 1; B. Wylie, 
2; E. Avenell, Yam- 





















a , 125ec 
Racing (5 laps) — N. Farrow, Yamaha 
TA 125, 1; K. McCleary, Yamaha TA 
125, 2; D. Holmes, Yamaha AS3, 3. 
Race Ten, Sidecar Scratch, (5 laps) 
— Corbett / Forbes, 1; T. Cave / D.. 
Goodwin, Kawasaki 750, 2; Skilton, 
3, Race Eleven, 251-350cc Racing 
(5 laps) — Discombe, 1; Molloy, 2; 
D. Ireland, Yamaha TZ 350, 3. Race 
Twelve, 400cc Production (6 laps) - 
~ S Laurent, Yamaha RD 350, 1; M. 
Hill, Yamaha RD 350, 2; N.Caigou, 
Yamaha RD 350, 3. 
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The North powered its way to its sixteenth successive South defeated the North, 





victory over the South by 33 points — 286 to 253 — inthe 
annual inter-island moto-cross, held on the high-speed 
Moody’s Farm circuit at Kalapol, near Christchurch, on‘ 


the Sunday of Anzac week-end. 


But it was by no means 
a convincing victory. Only 
the North’s dominance of 
the big capacity class (over 
250cc) saved It from defeat 
and even here, without the 
brilliance of New Zealand 
A grade champion Peter 
Ploen, It would not have 
had such an easy time. 

The South actually won 
the 125cc and 250cc 
classes — the two most 





\ 


“it was muddy in part’. This unidentified mud-splattered rider 
in the North-South moto-cross can vouch for that. 


popular in the sport In 
respect to participants. So 
on a_ basis of’ class 
victories, it was a moral 
victor. This result could 
well justify a change to the 
points scoring system, 
restricting aggregate 
scores to the classes and 
giving overall victory to the 
team winning the, most 
classes, 

In the 125cc class, the 






105-75, a quite remarkable 
result considering the 
southern side was without 
one of its top riders — 
national miniature T.T. 
champion Gary Goodfellow 
of Dunedin. He broke a 
wrist two weeks before the 


meeting, signalling the 
end for him of a season 
filled with  disappoint- 
ments. Earlier in the 
season, he cracked a 
kneecap in a crash at 


Queenstown and that put 
him out of the unofficial 
New Zealand team which 
was Invited to Australia. 


Gap plugged 
Nevertheless, the gap he 
left. behind was well 


plugged and the South 


* team surprised the North 


by the extent of its depth. 
Honours were remarkably 
evenly shared. Allan Bryce 
(Christchurch) started brill- 
lantly by winning the first 
two heats but in the 
remaining three heats the 
best he could manage was 
fifth. He finished with 21 
points. 

Lower Hutt’s Brian 
Martin, after being forced 
to accept third placing in 
the first two races, fought 
his way through to win the 
third and give his side Its 
first victory, At this stage, 
It seemed that the North 
might be about to turn the 
tide but Blair Carpenter 





(Christchurch) raced away 
to a splendid victory in the 
fourth heat on his Honda 
to all but settle the 
outcome. Hawera’s Grant 
McRae won the final heat 


but the minor placings 
went to the South 
Islanders, B. Williams and 
Andy Sintes. 


Bryce was the South's 
top scorer in this class, 
with 31 points. Sintes with 
a second, two thirds and a 
seventh, was next best 
with 26 points. 

Martin top scored for the 
North. His first, second 
and two third placings 
gave him 27 points, four 
more overall than McRae. 


Problems 
The South had_ its 
Problems in the 250cc 
class — John Hanning 


(Honda) broke a couple of 
toes after a crash in the 
third heat. He carried on to 
finish third but when he 
tried to stand up after- 
wards — ouch! He spent 
the rest of the day 
watching. Former New 
Zealand scrambles champ- 
lon and now a New 
Zealand Speedway test 
rider, Graeme Stapleton 
was also plagued with 
troubles. The 250 Kawa- 
Saki on which he had 
lavished so much time and 
effort, Specially for the 
meeting — it was equip- 
ped with cantilever Sus- 






pension — was strangely 
down on power and he was 
forced to ride a borrowed 
RH250 Suzuki. 

It took the Christchurch 
rider some time to get to 
grips with the strange 
bike, finishing out of the 
points in the first heat and 
scratching up into fifth in 
the next two. But In the 
fourth heat he finally came 
right, tearing away for an 
impressive win. In the final 
heat, he was slow away 
but forced his way through 
to second place only to 
lose control on a jump 
halfway down the main 
straight at top speed In 

rth gear. 
tomtides and machine went 
flying in a spectacular 
fashion. For any other 
rider, It would have been 
the finish. But Stapleton is 
an unusually durable 
fellow. He climbed back 
on the battered Suzuki an 
set off after the leaders bu! 
finished out of the points 


Horsburgh Top . 

The outstanding rider for 
the victorious South In this 
class was Christchurch 
university student Ross 
Horsburgh on the "ew 
Blue Wing Honda-spons 
ored CR250 M1. Horsburg! 
Spreadeagled the fields 0" 
the new machine, looking 
very distinctive with 'ts 
fe-routed exhaust and 
altered rear shock abso'>- 


ers,’ to win ‘three heats‘and **««« 


finish_second in ‘ 
two. This brought, me 
total of 38 points. 

It was a great effort and 
a clear indication that his 
disappointing effort in the 
New Zealand champlon- 
ship final was an isolated 
Performance. 
pine only North Islander 

in a race was’ G 
Whitaker (Lower Hutt). He 
rode a brilliant race to 
head off Horsburgh in the 
third heat on his Yamaha, 
after an ‘exciting duel. 
Another Lower Hutt rider, 
Peter Boyle (Suzuki RH250) 
was expected to be a major 
threat in this class but the 

. Number two plate-holder 
suffered from carburettor 
Problems and finished only 
one race. 

John Nicholls and 
Robert Happer, both from 
Christchurch and both on 
Hondas, played important 
supporting roles for the 
South. Nicholls finished 
with 18 points and Happer, 


a former New Zealand 
open ‘champion, scored 
nine. 


Chris-Browne (Waimiha) 
was-the North's top scorer 
with 25 points. Whitaker 
scored two less. 


Ploen brilliant 

. But if the South rode to 
glory in both the smaller 
capacity classes, the 
honours in the big bike 
class belonged very defin- 
itely to the North. Peter 
Ploen (Suzuki RN400) 
cleared out to win all five 
heats, making light of the 
difficult mud traps and 
slippery conditions. He 
was, quite literally, in a 
class of his own. 

In practically all of the 
races, he was able to coast 
home the length of the . 


finishing straight clear of 
the second rider. And he 
aS not without support 


rom his 
either. Reg, Dixon (New 
Plymouth) on his __ four- 
stroke BSA single-banged 
his way to four second 
placings and one fifth for a 
valuable 32 points. Warren 
Lambess (Masterton) also 
showed up well on his 
Yamaha 360 gaining two 
seconds and a third for 19 
points. Veteran Lou Peeti 
(Dannevirke) was also in 
good form, scoring 18 
points. ¥ 

Only in the fourth heat 
did the South Islanders 
offer any real resistance 
and yet they’still lost this, 


16-20. The best placed 
Southerner was _ exper- 
ienced Gordon Holland 


(Honda-CZ), who finished 
third in the last two races 
for 15 points. 

The top scorer for the 
South was Gary Norris 
(Christchurch) who rode 
very consistently for 17 
joints. Dennis Sincock 
Kalapol) with 12, John 
Penny (Christchurch, 
Maico) with two and 
Alister Sabiston (Christ- 
church) with one were the 
only other points scorers. 
At the end of it all, the 
North won the class by a 
staggering 85 points — 
132 to 47. 
_ |t was this which cost 
the.South a great chance 
of gaining its first win 
since that great day at 
Clarkville way back in 1958 
when it downed the North 
by 260 points to 199. “Wf 
only we had Ivan Miller we 
could have done it,”. 
commented one mud- 
ttered southern rider 


afterwards. If, If, If, If... 
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ens Pree AC | OORT Clags'Race 1 — A. Bryce 
PA eet) tee “ale if wi Intes (S.1.), 2; B. 
a — fartin (N.L), 3. Race 2 — Bryce 






1; G. McRae (N.1.), 2; Martin 3. 
Race 3 — Martin 1; D. McCallum 
(S.I.) 2; B. Carpenter (S.1.) 3. 
Race 4 — Carpenter 1, Martin 2, 
Sintes 3. Races 5 — McRae 1, B. 














250cc 
Hosburgh (S.I.) 1, P. 

'S.I.), 2; V. Rieter (N.1.) 3. Race 2 
jorsburgh 1, Rieter 2, 
G. Whitaker (N.1.) 3. 

Race 3 Whitaker 1, 
Horseburgh 2, T. vianning (S.1.) 
3. Race 4 — Stapleton (S.1.) 1, 
Horseburgh 2, Brown (N.I.) 3. 
Race 5 — Horsburgh 1, Browne 
2, M. Sproull (S.1.) 3. 

Over 250cc class Race 1 — P. 
Ploen (N.I.) 1, R. Dixon (N.1.) 2, 
W. Lambess (N.|.) 3. Race 2 — 
Ploen 1; Lambess 2; L. Peetl 
(N.L.) 3. Race 3 — Ploen. 1; 
Dixon 2; Lambess 3. Race 4 — 
Ploen 1, Dixon 2, G. Holland 
(S.1.) 3. Race 5 — Ploen 1; Dixon 
2; Holyland 3. 

















team-mates, 





Sat Lowe rae RRR Laan ME ace ee ic 
ABOVE: Ross Horsburgh aviates the new CR250 Honda M1 on his way to victory in a heat of the North-South moto-cross at Kaiapoi.. 
Horsburgh was the South’s top scorer. . 
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_ Unlu Southern rider Graeme Stapleton creates a “rooster’s tail’ as he races through a water splash 5 
RH250 prs 4 plash in the 250cc class on a borrowed 






































You could be exused for wondering why a perfo 
orientated manufacturer like Kawasaki would bother 
>' making a machine like the KZ400. After all, a four-stroke 











rmance-: Kawasaki did not need to 


mount It In rubber and so 
the rigidly mounted engine. 


paralleli twin doesn't usually attract much attention when has been Used as a frame 
you park It in the centre of town amonst all the Honda CB 


3960's. 

But the reasoning is 
obvious. Like Honda, 
Kawasaki have sounded 


out the market and dis- 
Covered that a restyled, 
fe-engineered CB 360 
Should capture at least a 
good) proportion of the 
huge market which the CB 
50's and  360's have 
attracted: 

Kawasaki already make a: 
400; the S3 two-stroke 
triple which’ does  every- 
thing) the KZ 400 does and 
more. But it burns petrol at 
over twice ‘the rate. This 
consideration becomes 
spretty Important when the 
days of dollar-a-gallon gas 
are only just around the 
scorer - 

_ + It may be:a little unfair 
' to) takesthe comparison) of 
the KZ and the CB360) too 
far, but even’ the shortest 
ride will show that It Is 


designed to do everything 
the Honda does — but a 


little better. And at a 
higher price. : 
____ SMOOTH 


The major improvement 
Kawasaki have worked on 
the KZ. is to provide a 
Yamaha-style’ centre-rotat- 
Ing counterweight, chain 
driven from the crankshaft, . 
which smooths out the 
Inherent vibrations 
produced) by the parallel 
twin. Notice that we say 
“Smooths out” and) not 
“eliminates” because the 


KZ does not possess the « 


glassy smoothness of the 
Suzuku triples or the 
Honda) Fours but It is 
certainly smoother than 
almost any other twin 
around. 

Because of the Inherent: 
‘Smoothness of the engine 


— strengthening brace. 
However, it’s hard to 
believe _ that the frame 
needs much bracing for 
the: large diameter back- 
bone and widely spaced 
under-engine struts seem 
to provide a rigid enough 
connection between the 
steering head and the 
swing-arm pivot — the key 
toa good-handling frame. 

The engine, apart from 
the balancer, |s fairly 
conventional’ with a 360° 
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(the pistons go up and 
down. together) crank 
Supported on four plain 
bearings. Power is trans- 
mitted to a five-speed, all 
indirect gearbox, through 
a Hy-Vo chain, as used on 
the Honda 350 and 500 
fours. 

The valve seats are made 
from: sintered alloy so 
low-lead gas can be fed to 
the engine through the 
Keihin 36mm CVB carbure- 
ttors. These carburettors 
are new from Keihin, They. 
have a starting Jet (a-la- 
Mikunl) Instead of the 
usual butterfly choke and 








ms 


they mlx the fuel and alr 
and deliver it to the engine 
with great restraint. The 
Intake roar when~ the 
throttles are wound open 
drowns out what ' little 
engine noise there Is 
present. 


NEW DISC BRAKE 
The front disc brake Is a 
new design in that the 
caliper’ Is attached to the 
fork leg through a ball joint 
swivel which should allow 





ABOVE: The smooth four-stroke 
engine breathes through twin 36 
mm Keihin carbs. 

the pads to pull up against 
the disc squarely at all 
times. The disc Itself Is 
made from a low nickel 
content cast iron to 

























SnOOi 


combine the grip of cast the right grip only operates 
Iron with the rust-free if the kill switch Is on one 
nature of more -conven-' of the two ‘go’ positions. 
tional stainless steel. The headlight Is on all 
The warning lights and _ the time the Ignition is on 
switches are well laid out — a feature about which 
onthe KZ and we found no we. have definite doubts. 
| trouble learning thelr pos- We think the choice should 
] Itlon. A nice feature Is the be left up to the rider 
| stop lamp warning light although leaving the head- 
| that glows when either — light on during daylight Is 
| 
q 
{ 


oooo0 


Starting Is easy with Justa the choke lever can be 
single lever choke on the returned and the bike Is 
left hand carburettor oper- ready to go. 

ating both enriching Jets Gear selection was a 
and a single stab on the little graunchy from cold 
Starter button doing the but this Is fairly normal for 
trick. After about 10 clutches running in engine 
seconds running from cold oil. 











































brake Is applied and stays _an obvious safety factor. 
on If the stop lamp burns Despite the claim of 3.1 
out. The electric starter on gallons capacity for the 

4 = ' fuel tank we only managed 
to drain 2.5 gallons from it 
after filling It to the brim 
after switching to reserve at 
the 2.2 gallon mark. 
However, this is. good 
enough to give the bike a 
fange of about 150 miles 
with Its normal fuel 
consumption of 65 mpg. 
This fuel consumption can . 
be attributed mostly to the 
KZ400's_ excellent carb- 
uretion, the only criticism. 
with which, Is the engine's ., 
sudden response to the 
first few degrees of throttle 
rotation. This problem Is 
worsened by the lash In 
thedrive chain but the KZ 
Is slightly less affected 
than other bikes equipped 
with CV-type carburettors, 
such as the Honda CB360 
and Yamaha TX500, 

The toolkit is very 
comprehensive but pack- 
Ing it into the space 
provided under the locking 
seat can be tricky as one 
of the spanners seems just 
too long to fit and can jam 
the toolkit in, requiring the 
use of a tyre-lever to 
extricate it. 


EASY STARTING 

The seating position is 
very good with all controls 
— coming readily to hand. 






















ABOVE: The KZ 400 handies 
well. 


Low speed “torque is 
amazingly good for such 
a small motor and it Is not 


necessary to exceed .4000 
tpm for town riding to‘stay 
well ahead of’the traffic, 
The front brake: Is 
disappointing. Despite the 
technology that has obv- 
lously been lavished on it, 
it Just lacks power. It will 
stop the bike in a 
respectable distance if you 
are prepared to do a 
Charles Atlas on the brake 
lever, but this Is a bit of a 


hassle after a while 
because your wrist soon 
gets. too. big for your 


glove .. The front brake is 


in. direct contrast to the - 


back brake which is very 
touchy and easy to lock, 


- especially in an emergency 


situation — the type you 
Come across about a 
hundred times a day when 
riding in town. 

The front suspension is 
very good and absorbs 
bumps really well allowing 
the bike to) trackearound 
undulation corners with 
great precision. 

The rear suspension 
units are terrible. The 
springs are just right for a 
wide range of riders and 
can be adjusted to any one 
of five preload positions. 
But damping effect is 
negligible. About the best 
use the dampers serve is 
to provide «something “to 
attach the springs to." ~ 

The seat is comfortable 
although It could be about 
an inch wider for touring. 
There is plenty of room for 
two and our BSPR (British 
standard Pilllon Rider) 


found the seat-foot rest - 


position very good. The 
grab rail at the rear is well 
positioned. 

The KZ Is fun to ride fast 
with its excellent frame 
making the bike track true, 
despite the antics of. the 
tear wheel. The Yokohama 
tyres grip well and most 
riders will find they don't 
run out of rubber before 
they run out of guts. For 
the Yvon Du Hamels’ 
amongst us there are 


. always TT100's. 


Ground clearance is 
good with spirited corm- 
ering causing the main 
stand extension on the left 
and brake pedal on the 
right to touch, However, at 


Cont. on pa. 16 
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GrecG POWET Wi 


reg Power put on a skilled, consistent display of 


nding’ to win the first round of the 1975 New Zealand 
Series. Close behind him, and 
the second day of the two day trial, came 


Trials Championship 
Indeed leading 
his old rival Peter Grinter. 
It was a closely-fought 
battle between these two 
all the way but Power's 
handy nine-point first day 
‘lead put him in an 
unassailable position. 
Paul Symons from 
.-Hawkes Bay claimed third 
place and showed with his 
purposeful style of riding 
that, as the series prog- 
resses, he must surely be 
a force to be reckoned 
with. Alister Gray and Neil 
Harris, in forth and fifth 
places, showed that their 
recent trials riding exper- 
lence in Australia’ had 
developed their skills 
* markedly. Gray was the 
unluckier of the two when 
he had to contend with an 
off-tune bike on the 
second day. Should he 
contest the full. series, 
continuing to develop his 
trials riding powers at the 


present rate, then the 
leaders will have to look to 
their laurels. 

BOULDERS 


The trial itself was an 
arduous «affair with large 
stream boulders com- 
prising the primary obsta- 
cles. Since there were five 
rounds of fifteen observed 
sections (with some. sub- 
sections) on the first day, 
and six rounds of fifteen 
séctlons on the second 
day, consistency was the 


keyword of the whole trial. — 


“size Fa ere ee 


Tore than they could 


handle without a wholesale ~ 


loss of points, and scores 
quickly mounted. 

On ‘the first day, the 
weather Jinx of the Thames 
Valley club struck, with a 
few turbulent showers 
after a previous week of 
heavy rain. 

Thus those _ sections 
which had a muddy base 
quickly developed * a 
banana _skin-like surface. 
One, an uphill climb 
between trees with tree 
roots criss crossing in 
abundance, took points 
even from the leaders. The 
entry was uphill and very 
slippery. It was difficult to 
be on line even through the 
first two trees, In fact 
several riders ran full tilt 
-into a tree strategically 
<‘placed just alittle off the 

—-main track halfway up the 

“section. 

Several of the bouldery 
stream sections had either 
a steep descent into them 
or, more often, a steep 
exit. Only the more exp- 
erlenced riders were able 
to extricate themselves 
consistently from these 
without penalty. 

At ae end of the first 
day Greg Power had lost 
only 189 points to be well 
clear of Peter Grinter’s 25. 
Paul Symons was on 27, 
while Allster Grey and Nell 
Harris tled with a loss of 


29 points. 
. SECOND DAY 


won, oe a Sietnain main 


— Boulders: 
ine con' 
Pra for some of 


10 





* changes, or who had had a 


“little muttering about pro- 


~ out Injury! 


the tight turns introduced 
and, as one well known _ 
rider remarked: “You only 
have to be one rock aut on 
these turns and its cur- 
tains!” 

There were, in addition, 
two excellent tree root 
sections which drew out 
the best that riders had to 
offer. 

Peter Grinter who had 
earlier thrown a couple of 
silly “fives” away, found 


devastating form and complet- 


ed four of the six laps with- 
out losing a point. 

News filtered back that 
in a_ lonely __ riverside 
section Greg Power was 
having carburettor prob- 
lems and had stopped to 
sort them out. Fortunately 
only a new throttle cable 
was needed and he was on 
his way again. 

At this stage the time 
element began to make its 
presence felt. 

A completion deadline 
had been stipulated by the 
organisers which proved 
touch and go, particularly 
for those who were re- 
inspecting the sections for 


spot of mechanical bother. 

Alister Grey was one of 
the latter, pausing to try 
and get his Ossa to run a 
little better, and missed 
completing the trial on 
time by just three or four. 
sect ‘ 


jons. en 
jegk Cal from 
Wellington was another 


who just missed out 
through having to change a 
throttle cable. 

Wisely, in the face of a 


tests, the organisers 
decided to average scores 
for the missed sections to 
enable everone.to finish on 
the score sheet. 

It does séem reasonable 
to comment that strict 
time limits do present 
more problems than they 
overcome. A liberal time 
limit seems vital for ‘the 
main purpose of a trial — 
trying to ride the observed 
sections penalty free — 
without introducing an- 
other feature — survival of 
the speediest and fittest! 

However, the trial was 
excellently organised in 
every other respect. 

The day's scores showed 
Peter Grinter best on the 
day with only 15 points 
lost, then Greg Power on 

‘Very close behind 
came Paul Symons on 21, 
Alister Gray on 22 and 
Cedric Stone on 25. 

Wellingtonians  specta- 
ting at the trial must have 
felt completely at home 
when Saturdays boisterous 
winds played havoc with 
tents and other gear. Even 
one of the super deluxe 
loo's was blown to the 
ground — fortunately with- 


Results: G. Power (250 

Yamaha) 34, 1; P. Grinter (250 

40, 2 : Symons (250 

48, 3; ay (250 Ossa) 

as N. Harris ( Ossa) 61, 
NOTE: FULL LIST OF RESULTS 
“AVAILABLE FROMN.ZM.CN. 








nssseeesesse But Winner Greg Power (Yamaha) 


your tongue roll around” technique. 


Report and photos by Mike rot 








Proved that it was all done by a little gum chewing and a “let 
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ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 
complete stocks and after sales service. i 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 
the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET 










ROTORUA 





SUZUKI 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 495-7 


486-566 BIRKENHEAD L.M.V.D. 47-86-282 








~ HONDA PARTS SERVICE. 


PHONE OR WRITE - LARGE STOCKS AVAILABLE 
TYRES —TT 100K 111— LARGE STOCKS 


TERRIFIC RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 
LARGE RANGE OF USED! 


] parts Fi HALLMAKES oF MOTORGYGLES: SEND YOUR | 


FULL RANGE OF NEW HONDAS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
TRADES WELCOME 
Confidential H.P Facilities 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 
a: Naa PHONE 51308 WELLINGTON 



















No 1.1N 
AUCKLAND 


*3BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 








BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
Jowest charge out rate in 
‘Auckland 


© BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle 2 price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining, 






EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
+ 20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 674723 576-721 
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“Alter ‘dep ting from Canberra with a win by Greg 


Power under our belt, the NZ team set off for the country 
town of Wagga Wagga, set in the Australian outback. On 
arrival in “Wagga” we were billeted by members of the 
local club_and told of our engagements for the coming 


week. 

After a day's rest we 
were invited to attend a 
dinner at the Australian 
Sportsmans, Club, where 


‘/othe writer gave a talk on 
‘trials Tl 


ding in NZ and our 
opinions of the Aussie 


onlookers. 

Engagement number 
four was to visit the RAAF 
base at Wagga. After a 
road safety) session given 
by the President of the 
(Wagga Club and radio 


GIN. 


Brian Hoare 





ersonality Jan Craft, the 
Piriter then gave a talk on 
trials riding followed by 
the Suzuki trials film. after 
the 450 Airmen had been 
given the theory of trials, 
our boys then turned on a 
spectacular demonstration - 
riding over- stacked 40 
gallon drums jumping over 
the sponsors ute and 
pulling long, perfect 
wheelles. 

The day before the last 
round of the series was 
tense, as our boys fettled 
their Suzukis. The day 
dawned as a crisp Autumn 
day and riders from all-over 
Australia arrived. It was 
estimated that there were 
1500 spectators and 400 
cars. 

The top three Australian 
riders, Peter Paice 
(Yamaha TY), Allan Kerney 
(Yamaha TY) and Steve 
Johnson (Montesa) were 
on edge after their defeat 
at Canberra and wondered 
if the Kiwis could pull the 
series out of the bag and 
win 2-1. 

The trial was held on a 
granite-strewn property 
Above Left: Peter Grinter 
descends a steep loose surfaced 
section in the last trial 
similar to that encountered 
in the Cootamundra 3 day 
trial over Easter weekend. 
Since there is virtually no 
water in this area the 
section comprised of 

Results of the final round. at 
Wagga Wagga; S. Johnson, 
Montesa, 46 points lost, 1; A. 
Kerney, Yamaha, 50, 2; P. Paice, 


Yamaha, 60, 3; New Zealand 
riders" places — G. Power 87, 6; 


B. Mitchell, xp P= Grinter 
107) 12 ea TT Ta 
Harris, 114, 14. 








Trials scene. 

Our next engagement 
was to do a TV stunt for 
the local .Suzuki dealer Jim 
Olsen and sponsors Hazell 
and Moore of Sydney, and 
to attract spectators at the 
forthcoming final round of 
the Hazell-Moore Suzuki 
series. Peter Grinter and 
Neil Harris _ performed 
magnificently, pulling 
wheelies, riding over large 
logs, etc, and to our great 
surprise, Peter was seen 
that night on TV at the 


beginning of the local 
news program. 
Engagement number 


three was to demonstrate 
the art of Trials Riding ina 
large local store, Who 
could do better than Greg 
~Power — showman extra- 
ordinaire! 

An area was set aside on 
the ground floor with a 
Suitable balcony for spec- 
tators. After a Gordon 
Farley Suzuki trial film was 
shown and the writer had 
given a talk on trial riding, 








| applause from quite a few 


Greg sized up the staircase 
and proceeded to climb 
them. To everybody's 
amazement he reached the 
top after negotiating a 
tight hand turn en route 
near the top. 

The same performance 
was repeated that evening. 
But after the films and 
talk, etc, Greg spotted the 
escalator, about handlebar 
width and moving! After a 
wheelie down the aisle 
Greg shot up the escalator 
and promptly rode down 
again gaining loud 







Palmerston 
North 
Trial 


The Manawatu-Orion 
club was host to visiting 
riders from Hawkes Bay, 
Wanganui and Wellington 
an an A & B grade trial at 
Linton on 20th April. 

While most of the 
sections were on the easy 
side there were a couple 
marked out over tree 
trunks and, one partic- 
ularly difficult section up a 
steep bank, with an 
oblique approach. 

Some 53 riders turned 
out to contest the trial. 

In the A-grade a close 
contest developed between 
Warwick Young and Neil 
Harris with Young con- 
ceding a five on the 
steepest bank and Harris 
“fiving" a. tree trunk 
section. However, Young 
only put one foot down in 
the restiof the sections to 
claim first place. 

The final result In the 
B-grade was. even closer 
with G. Harris one point 
ahead of J. Lorn. 





Results: A Grade — W. 
Young, Wellington, 6 points lost, 
1; N. Harris, Wellington, 8, 2; A. 
Keong, Hawkes Bay, 12, 3; P. 
Lintott, Wanganui, 16, 4; 
Symons, Hawkes Bay, 20, 5; 

B, Grade — G. Harris, 
retingten) 5 points lost, 1; J. 
Lorn, P.N., 6, 2;.B. Pinfold, P.N. 
8, 3; D. Mardle, P.N., 9, 4; @. 
McLean, Wellington, 12, 5. 








terraces of granite slab 
just as nature had placed 


them millions of years 
ago. The trial was held 
over six tips of ten 


section, beginning at 10am 
and finishing at 3pm. Greg 
Power had really got the 
shakes and sadly dropped 
a few silly fives. Peter 
Grinter started well but the 
heat (90°F) took its toll 
and the rugged riding in 
between sections> sapped 
much needed strength. 
Bruce Mitchell was not too 
perturbed and = 
Steadily all day. Neil Harris 
and Alistair Gray battled 
consistently but could not 
get their Suzuki to respond 
like their beloved Ossa's. 

The atmosphere was alive 
and the Australians were 
monitoring the performance 
of their international rivals, 
but due to their knowledge 
of the terrain, and ability 
to withstand the heat, they 
duly won the day. Steve 
Johnson of Melbourne 
rode a Magnificent trial to 
win handsomely by 4 
Points from his nearest 
rival. 

In conclusion the whole 
venture was extremely well 
run at club level. These 
people deserve commen- 
dation for ‘their fine 
hospitality and for their 
sponsorship. Many 
Australian riders expressed 
the desire to ride on our 
terrain next year. We are 
hopeful at this time that 
we can bring three or four 
riders over to see Just how 
they would go on our more 
varied terrain. 
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so the current trend seems delayed a little. Take a Queensland has arrived in 
- to be towards four valve, track like Ipswich for England to ride for Exeter. 
twin overhead cam example, who could not He may be in a bit of 
motors. But | can tell you even get on to their track trouble if the snow keeps 
that on the secret -list for the first two meetings up, he is only four feet 


eleven inches tall! t 

| have had another week 
in hospital, so | ama little 
out of touch, but we 
should have a full English 
report for the next edition. 


there are a lot of other 
experiments going on. 


because the snow was so 
deep, and then had to ride 
in their first match without 
having a practice on the 
track at all. They were 
lucky and won the match 


Snow 
League racing is just 
Starting to get under way 


cr 


















In this column, former double world speedway ch: T 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch -with events at home and 











Gulf Oil are sponsoring First Division Speedway in 
England. The first thing | noticed from the sponsorship ' 
was that the season now stretches from just over six 


months to eight months. 

" It meant an earlier start 
to the season, and with the 
weather they have been 
having over there, it meant 
that every rider had to doa 
few meetings riding in 
snow and sleet. For those 
that did not have the 
experience of using three 
or four pairs of goggles a 
race, it must ‘have been.a 
bit hard. 

Larry. Ross, who rides 
for Christchurch Speedway 
has gone to England and is 
at my old track Wimble- 
don. He is under the care 
of Barry Briggs so he 
sholld’ make out ok. Larry 
called round to see me 
before he left and | gave 
him all the information | 


could on riding small 
WacKs, DUI N wi} take him 


a while to get the hang of 
t. 

Mike Fullerton of Auck- 
land’ is now riding for the 
new Scottish track Palsley. 


Man to Watch 
The man to watch in 
England this year is young 
Phil Crump of Australia, 
who rides for Newport. 
Also in the Newport team 


is Neil Street, who will be 
Phil’s father-in-law soon. 
Neil designed a four-valve 
twin overhead cam head 
for the Eso Speedway bike. 
The first meeting it saw 
was the Australian Champ- 
lonship a little while ago, 
with Phil riding it. He won 
the meeting, did not lose a 
face over the next few 
meetings, and then had to 
hop back to England for 
the start of the Season. In 
England he won the 
televised Daily Express 
Spring Classic meeting at 
Wimbledon. Barry Briggs 
was second after a run-off 
with Peter Collins of 
England. 


Neil Street, who is now 


44 years old, rides one of 
the newly-developed 


machines as well. He beat 
Ivan Mauger at Ivan'’s own 
track in one race and has 
scored well at every track 
he has been to this year so 
far. 

As well as the motor 
built by Neil Street, there 
is-a Swedish Motor with 
the same set up, and then 
there is of course the 
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ABOVE: Barry Briggs (se 
winners, 


ABOVE: Peter Collins and Briggo 
Spring Classic meeting. 








Pose for the TV cameras before the run-off for sec 






‘ond place at the 





{cS a Mmacter Of cycle 
-comamunication.... 











sports 


HONDA SPONSORSHIP 


Christchurch university 
student Ross Horsburgh is 


al 


commentary. 


importers, Blue Wing Honda, 
Limited. He hasi been sup- 


to be left in the North Island 


to reducajtrayalling Expenses > 


The new machines can be 
easily identified by a new 
exhaust system which trav- 
els up over the motor and 
under the seat. They also 
have altered rear suspension. 


ART DONATION 

The Hamilton club has 
presented the Waikato Arts 
Museum with $2000 for the 


cent Hamilton GP road races 


torthe'value of $4000 whiel 
the club has made to the 
museum in previous years. 
The museum will soon be 
holding an exhibition of art 
which has been made avail- 
able through the club’s don- 
ations. Hamilton’s mayor, 
Mr Minogue, accepted the 
$2000 on behalf of the mus- 
eum from club president 


and supplements dor RHIAN Se ) 


Foundation for the Blind. 
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BEACH RACING %*S 28? 
That Papakura club seems 
to have got all the national 
and North Island beach 
champs for ‘75/76. 

Does this mean that other 
clubs are not interested in 
beach racing? 


TAUPO MX 
The Taupo club’s moto 
cross on May 4 consisted of 


Roy Long at a function on 
May 1. A $1000 donation 
was also made to the NZ 


plied with two of the new 
CR250 M1 moto-cross two- 
strokes and one of these is 


purchase of New Zealand art 
works, The money comes 
a from the proceeds of the re- 


six races, each of 30 min- 


the only rider now being ful- 
utes duration, catering for 


ly sponsored by the Honda 




















“Easy Rider” Reg Dixon, as seen through the warped eyes of cameraman Craig Bates. 


OF course lin proud of 


him Dear... A 
hace eer bat does he 
for 





















grotty wallpaper in your room... 


ihe ce er of John riding ~~ 
his Levi's TZ750 Yamaha 

O canbe 30in. 

© pri on good 
quality art paper 
full colour mati 
a bargain at 
S1 50 Pius 8cents 
Postage 


($378 for 3). 
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wish to purchase s+... copy (ies) of the John Boote poster. 
_Tenclose a cheque/postal note for$....... 


Send remittance to: 
FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD. 





